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ST. ANNE’S SCHOOL PROSPECTUS
A Co-Educational Independent School in Chelmsford. Children aged 3-11

154 New London Road, Chelmsford, CM2 0AW
www.stannesprep.essex.sch.uk

Welcome to St. Anne’s Preparatory School.
From our Headmistress, Mrs. Fiona Pirrie.
Established in 1925, St Anne’s has a rich history going back to the
early 1900’s. Originally a family residence, in 1925 the house was
sympathetically and comprehensively adapted to house the school
and now offers a warm, welcoming and homely atmosphere.
We are a vibrant, happy and thriving school offering a broad and
balanced curriculum, whilst upholding the traditional values of
respect, honesty and tolerance. We set our standards high, and our
dedicated and experienced team of teachers motivate, engage and
encourage the children in a stimulating and caring learning
environment. Small class sizes (limited to 20) ensure that each child’s
talents are appreciated and nourished through a rich variety of
opportunities and experiences.
Success is celebrated throughout the school and, although we are
non-selective, our pupils perform well above the national average in
the end of Key Stage tests, with the majority of leavers achieving 11+
success and moving on to Grammar school. Our aim is to inspire
children to face the future with enthusiasm and confidence, ready for
life’s challenges ahead.

“St. Anne’s is a place we come
back to time and again, all our
children have been happy and
successful there.”
Returning parents.

Academic.
Renowned as a centre of excellence, achieving excellent results above KS1 & KS2
standards.

Formal assessment is carried out termly with Y2 & Y6 taking part in the National End of Key
Stage tests, annually.

These assessments keep the pupils engaged throughout the year, once 11+ exams have
been taken the previous autumn, as good preparation for their transition into higher education.

Full National Curriculum subjects are taught, plus lessons in French, Speech & Drama, with
preparatory students also covering Verbal Reasoning and Latin.

Extension learning and educational support are available for all if required.

Bi Annual reports and parent/teacher meetings give good insight into children’s progress.

“We are so pleased with the
educational structure at
school and the achievements
of our son”
Leaving Yr6 parent

Pastoral Care.
All the pupils and staff feel valued as individuals, feel safe and secure and are encouraged
to develop their gifts and talents.
The staff work well together, as an effective team keeping the pupils’ interests and welfare
as their main focus.
There are good relationships between teachers and pupils and among pupils within and
outside the classroom.
The pupils are secure and are protected from emotional and physical harm.
The pupils’ opinions are valued and their worries and concerns are dealt with
sympathetically and appropriately.
Pupils’ self-esteem is promoted and they have opportunities to develop independence of
thought and expression.
The pupils are taught to work with their peers and to value and respect the opinions of
others.

Our parents are closely involved in and knowledgeable about the life and work of the school.

“The warm and caring
welcome of St. Anne’s was
important in our choice”
Current parent

Early Years.
A bright, sunny and well equipped classroom with a dedicated play area promotes effective
learning in all 7 areas of the foundation stage curriculum.

A varied activities programme covers all aspects of child development, in a comfortable,
caring and happy atmosphere.

EYFS staff possess unique skills and qualifications, specifically for this age group.

Strong emphasis on development, play and exploring the world around us. This helps to
build awareness skills and cognitive behaviour.

Maths and Literacy are introduced and adapted for each child, helping to build a familiarity
with language, writing and comprehension.

Imaginative play and freedom of expression are encouraged. Various resources are used in
this regard including paint, collage, modelling, singing & percussion and group cookery.

Government funded nursery vouchers are accepted.

“Our child settled in straight
away and loved the
activities”
Reception parent

Pre-Preparatory years.
Each year group has an exclusive teacher, dedicated to all aspects of the curriculum.

Pupils’ work is always displayed in bright, colourful and well equipped classrooms.

We follow the national curriculum and complement this with many additional subjects to
enhance creative, physical and practical skills.

Formal homework is introduced at this stage and we expect each child to set aside some
time each evening for some reading, learning of tables and spellings.

Regular educational trips broaden children’s learning experience, and guest speakers talk
on a wide variety of topics.

Children have the opportunity to display their talents, performing in regular music and
drama productions.

The majority of our students perform at least to the expected level for all core subjects, with
the remainder exceeding these criteria.

“Low class sizes really made
a difference to our child’s
progress”
Current Parent

Preparatory years.
We enhance and reinforce the curriculum in these years, whilst promoting spiritual, moral,
cultural and physical development.

We introduce specialist focus on the core subjects of English, Maths and Science, with a
variety of additional subjects added, promoting a challenging and stimulating educational
programme.

Pupils learn how to work independently and also to cooperate as a team.

Regular homework is set to consolidate learning and encourage independence.

Termly exams are held to monitor pupils’ progress and ensure achievement levels are
consistently high.

KS2 National Standard Attainment Tests take place at the end of year 6; again St Anne’s
results are consistently outstanding and greatly exceed the national average.

The vast majority of our students perform, at least, to the expected level, with a number
scoring the maximum achievable.

“St. Anne’s prepared our
child well for their next step
to Grammar School”
Leaving Yr6 Parent

Creative arts.
Creative arts are an essential part of a well-balanced education at St. Anne’s.

We actively promote dance, drama, art and music to give our pupils confidence, allow them
to express their artistic talents, have fun and build camaraderie with their peers.

LAMDA lessons are available and most children achieve distinctions in their exams.

Individual music lessons are available, catering for a wide spectrum of instruments and
abilities. Regular concerts, school productions and music evenings allow children to exhibit their
skills.

We offer Ballet, free form dance and performance lessons.

Sports.
Sport is a valuable life lesson, learning to work as a team, striving to achieve one’s upmost
performance, fair play and accepting victory or defeat with dignity.

Our Sports curriculum is extensive and we offer a broad spectrum of specialist coaching.

Swimming lessons form part of our sports curriculum.

With our Gymnasium, extensive grass and play areas and AstroTurf MUGA, the pupils’
needs are well catered for.

We are a member of the Chelmsford Schools Active Sports Partnership, participating in
many local and county tournaments.

St Anne’s has been awarded the School Games gold award for 2 consecutive years.

Extra-Curricular Activities, Pre/Post School Care and Holidays.
We encourage all pupils to participate in a wide range of clubs, hobbies and activities for a
well-rounded educational experience. “Bikeability” courses are available.

We offer a number of residential educational experiences for pupils to enjoy activities and
outdoor pursuits with their fellow students, whilst building confidence and independence.

Breakfast Club will be introduced from September 2018.

From September 2018 St. Anne’s Preparatory School also offer a complete solution for
alternative holiday care for younger children.

Various care structures can be catered for, with times ranging from 07.30 thru 1800 hrs.
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